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2.
Seit wann sind die Spechte als
Brutvogel ausgestorben?



,The woodpecker is very common in Ireland,
a bird of varying colours, white, black, red, blue;

it is beautyful, with a long tail, and a strong beak
and hooked nails with which it hollows out frees,

and in their hollows it builds its nest.

PHILIP O ‘SULLIVAN BEARE, 1625



3.
Waldentwicklung in Irland
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Forest Cover decline in Ireland to the 1900's and the projected
forest cover by the year 2050 AD.






4.
Spechtinvasionen in Irland
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Abb. 1: Jahressummen auf Helgoland gefangener
und beringter Buntspechte (1970 - 96)
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Abb. 2: Monatssummen auf Helgoland gefangener
und beringter Buntspechte (1970 - 96)
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SPECHTINVASIONEN IN IRLAND

JAHR

1889/90
1931
1949/50
1957
1959
1962/63

1968/69
1971
1972/73
1973/74
1978/79
1979 bis 89
1989 — 2004
2005

2006

2007

2005
2007
2008

ANZAHL

9(10)

2 Vogel vom 10. bis 20. April in Antrim
9 (Hutchinson 1989), 29 (Coomb 2009)
1 (September)

1 (Dezember)

5

29

2

15 (Helgoland 40)

1

1

keine Beobachtung

3 (Counties Down, Antrim, Wicklow)
3

6

4

September Jungvogel in Co. Wicklow
Anfang Juni 1 Bsp. in Co. Wicklow
20 (23 Vogel) davon 4 zwischen April und August

Datenquelle: C. D. Hutchinson 1989, Birds of Ireland; D. Coombs, Wings 2008,2009; Internet, mdl.



5.
Hoffen auf den Buntspecht



10km distribution of Dendrocopos major in Great Britain and Ireland

10km square legend

. Present in 10km
squares

2 Crown Copyright. All rights reserved NERC 100017887 2004
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6.
Uberlegungen zur kiinstlichen
Ansiedlung






It would appear that Mother Nature is

one step ahead of us when it comes

fo the reinfroduction of the great spotted

woodpecker.”

Conor Kelleher, IWT project leader



7.
Knocking on the Door -

Buntspechte besiedeln Irland



County Map of Ireland

Buntspechtnachweise 2008
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Spechtbeobachtungen 2008

* Anfang April: Weibchen trommelnd Wicklow (Shillelagh)

* Einige Tage spater: Mannchen trommeln und gleich darauf zweites Mannchen entdeckt

* Mitte April: Mannchen und Weibchen bei Balz beobachtet

- Alle suchen - ohne Ergebnis

* 25. Juli 2008 e-mail — junger Bsp- bei Brittas (Dublin)

* Kurz darauf ein weiterer bei Bray- stidl. von Dublin im Co. Wicklow

* und dann noch einer im Co. Wicklow und zwei weitere Bsp. in Meath

* und Louth auBerdem im Mai je ein Vogel auf der Insel Cape Clear und Great Saltee









3.
Irland im Spechtfieber



Spechtbeobachtungen 2009

* 4 Tage vor St. Patrick’s Day 3 Paare in anderen Gebieten der Wicklow Mountains

*21.3.09: 1 Paar beob. Wicklow

* Suche nach weiteren Trommlern

* 2. Mai Durchbruch: eine Nisthoéhle gefunden, ein ad. Specht schaut raus

*10.5 Futtertragen beobachtet

* 24. Mai 8 Hohlen bestdtigt, eine davon leer

* Ergebnis: 8 Bruten / 10 weitere Beobachtungen in Wicklow und weitere u.a. in Dublin und Kildare
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TIMES

From The Sunday Times
November 23, 2008

Woodpeckers spotted again after 300-year

absence

Conservation project suspended after Mother Nature reintroduces species to Irish
woodlands

John Mooney

A PLAN by a conservation group to reintroduce the great spotted woodpecker to Irish woodlands has been
put on hold following a natural influx of the bird from Britain and northern Europe.

The Irish Wildlife Trust (IWT) had planned to release woodpeckers into suitable woodland habitats to
establish viable breeding populations. But the project has been suspended after sightings of adult and
juvenile woodpeckers, or dendrocopos major, in several counties.

“It would appear that Mother Nature is one step ahead of us when it comes to the reintroduction of the great
spotted woodpecker,” said Conor Kelleher, a conservationist leading the project.
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nialltkeogh
Hi Breffni,

Wednesday 6th May 2009, 18:54

The UK and Scandinavian populations are both regarded either as distinct subspecies or strong clinal variants but as to whether the birds in Ireland are representatives from both these populations or not nobody can say for certain at the moment.

Hopefully a ringed bird gets retrapped on a headland soon!!!

Another question is, are the birds present at the moment all recent arrivals or have some woodpeckers being secretely breeding away without us knowing? (Or most likely, a combination of both?)

A snurcarucie a

There has often been small irruptions of GSWoodpecker into Ireland during the winter months and I wonder if a few of the birds from the 2005/2006 autumn & winter "influx" (ie. 7 records) hung around since?

The bird which first tumed up in the Howth area, Co. Dublm m autumn 2005 seems to be responsible for |rregular reports of woodpeckers in that area up until March of this year (when heard drumming)...I saw a (regularly reported) female there in early 2006. Paul Kelly's shots of that bird
.htm

here: http://www.irishbi com/pages/gallery/birdg g
Interesting, hop

See ya,

Niall
lashinala

I'm so happy Norton's 'lonely irish woodpeckers' idea was finally appreciated.
I'd say the niche is 'wide open' for them....breed away!
On a side note--I'm not sure some in Ireland grasp how much this could change the landscape in the next few centuries if they hold on.

2 sglynas
W= Hope this thread runs well.
. Ireally enjoyed the last "why no woodpeckers in Ireland"

. What happened to KnockerNorton

I supg

On a side note--I'm not sure some in Ireland grasp how much this could change the landscape in the next few centuries if they hold on..

As a keystone species they are likely to have 2 =in=ifi affart. imm mackinn itiae far mauiby nackina Aland hivde TN inn An bran analanu anceikhs braa

s. james
DERECCHARTES I believe they are breeding at one site in Northern Ireland (maybe someone could clarify this?).
Hi everyone.
B A

Wednesday 6th May 2009, 19:29

Thursday 7th May 2009, 13:36

~ecently and the occasional Goshawk. There are also a several pairs of Great Spotted
do," was his reply.

Thursday 7th May 2009, 19:38

" acalaay inn with athar Aland hivde iac ok~ accuming they get a hold.

Friday 8th May 2009, 09:54

Birds thi "= Heard that they were breeding in Co Down, but forget (true bill- not just keeping it a secret!) the site mentioned, think it was near Strangford Lough.

o Betn,

Derek ™' wimimes e i " same guy said they were introduced down south, but that could well be just rumours.
aimer Thit wasdertng Jovenies ram Braa of sisemher

. Furtharmare, & pair wre seen chasing 6ach Othar in sutable Rabitat i Co, Wickiow last 19ring 0 31 i1 o1 ane can say that last year Sreading was maet cartainky PROBABLE (going by BTO Bied Atias breading codes, " - in sutable nesting Habat’, °5 - Snging [ this case drumming) maie”
breffni  bar, witatie hasitar’, 0 - courtaiip and disslay® etc.)

1 know of where there is at least one Grumming Bird of 3 o
n keeping 2% €78 08 the wOOKPACKENS 5 far and T'm sure 8

Cheers [ At for 2009, wel there are 4 to 7 localties in Co. Wickioy

resant. A ok wat 850 scen copuiatng i one ocaiy. Dik Coomer, Declan Murshy. Moray Souter, Andres McHEtan, Mck Doyl Eamna Oyma & €4 O
Pame but & few are some of the Wickiow regulars who har

4l £nd (4 not aiready) » nest hole with chick 7. Again, this year, breeding Shaly to be PROBA

o

! Breeding utes i 2000 cen be fousd aad aee reparted freely on ww rishbinding com
..ol & fes

Regardir
(both ¢f the ssove she: e 12 the some general aces)
) Tomnatinnoge Wood.. 33 tuds dram
. ) Tinahesly®...pair sresant (possly 3
Wigwan s>roe;-o o Wbk e B lomale
272 drumming males (e ey vng 8 garden)
(7 Amarmaet g copuision sbmar

% on wte)

I reckon
Seme sice shots of the Trahesly sar here
2D/ P e A GNY COm/De oy wed Nask « Display Ssighting _d=10295

o A for whare they came from, lvv pring cortanly seemed o supgest WL Q"v) 0 e mgratng o Irelend 83 seen with recerds b 'J’" w £'9¢ (.il t(- ot bo‘xt n theory, one of the wui:- p.v‘) woud meed Iu 5 Covgit, meesvred "Vi W“-K’Y er ' bvvd Meather sample taken to
breffni e DA o Stable isctopes in erder 1o assess origns e race. The  birds are 38id 42 be mare migratory than UK ' bt whs ks fev certaia? 15T ihere meant b

0ma speclation 8 10 whethar 6r ot the Broposed re-ntroduction project of the GEWoodpeckar werk ahead undar cur moses but I'd imagina this is largely unfsundedl!

1 reckon "

With Nisteeieal evidence supgesting that the GSWosdnecker was sresent in [reiand centuries B0 when farest cover was much grester, It wauld seem lkely that they weuld re-colonse er be reintroduced in madern times feliowing an improvement in the status of Irish weedlands

Why do 11end 1 ook

< the sumee

£ G

(re)sknsaten of Ireand by GEWeodseckens @ due 1 0 combroton of poasbie factor: (1) Mgratery Birds have 3tod 03 8 reaut of r9nGE 1PN In Bristain B on e costinent, (2) migra!
resun :

mprovement i decidous forest quaity ever the past mumber of years (Tomaafinnegue being 8 srime examole, where some excelient mansgment i currently peing on) aad (3) “global warming'

wtering brds hove cheten to siay i Wikkm moodiends
0 1 an increase in Sediversty of the nvertebrate founa

»

Friday 8th May 2009, 18:19

ccess - presumably sooner or later someone will confirm this either way.

Saturday Sth May 2009, 00:03

Sunday 10th May 2009, 12:54

:Ir::f; b ffni 1 2009, 16:53
GSWs cross the
e Given that great spotted woodpeckers are now breeding in ireland (at least 10 active pairs now known), a few guie®
scand

=i 1. Where did they come from? Scandanavia or Wales or elsewhere? 2009, 09:10

2. Is this founder population sufficiently genetically diverse to be sustainable?

3. What is the impact of the reduced number of wood invertebrate species?






“GO RAIBH MAITH NGAIBH”

(Irish Gaelic fir “Vielen Dank”)



